Child's Name: Ayaan
Age: 4 years
Setting: Preschool classroom during free play and group activity
Observation Summary:
Ayaan enjoys playing with blocks and often builds tall towers. He talks to peers while playing but gets upset when others take his blocks. During storytelling, he listens attentively and answers questions with short but relevant responses. He is also starting to dress himself and asks many “why” questions.
 Analysis Using Development Theories
1. Freud’s Psychosexual Theory
Stage: Phallic Stage (3–6 years)

Focus: Awareness of gender and body, developing sexual identity.
Ayaan shows curiosity and enjoys exploring and learning independently.
His increasing self-awareness (e.g., dressing himself, possessiveness) reflects a developing ego and identity.
Attachment to same-gender peers or admiration for adults may indicate Oedipal feelings, as Freud proposed.

2. Erikson’s Psychosocial Theory
Stage: Initiative vs. Guilt (3–6 years)

Focus: Asserting power, trying new things, learning through play.
Ayaan takes initiative in building towers and leading play.
When peers interfere, he gets upset, indicating a strong sense of ownership and emerging leadership.
His confidence in answering questions shows a developing sense of initiative, while frustration signals the challenge of managing emotions.

3. Piaget’s Cognitive Development Theory
Stage: Preoperational Stage (2–7 years)

Focus: Symbolic thinking, egocentrism, language development.
Ayaan’s imaginative play and symbolic use of blocks show active preoperational thinking.

He is still egocentric, struggles to see others’ points of view (getting upset when others use his blocks).
Asking “why” questions reflects growing curiosity and cognitive expansion.
Limited logical reasoning, as typical in this stage, is observed in how he views rules or fairness.

Ayaan is developing typically for his age.
According to Freud, he is in the phallic stage, learning boundaries and gender roles.
As per Erikson, he’s building initiative through play and social interaction, with occasional emotional struggles.
Based on Piaget, he is in the preoperational stage, showing symbolic play, egocentrism, and language growth.
