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Privately 
owned schools 
offering early 

childhood 
education, 

with a focus 
on wholistic 
development

Affordable 
Pre-Schools 

established by 
entrepreneurs
/ communities 

to offer 
education to 
children from 
low-income 

families

Non-profit 
organizations 
undertaking 
charitable 
welfare for 
low-income 
families by 

offering early 
child 

education

Public schools 
offering early 

childhood 
education, 

often with a 
focus on 
academic 

preparation

Government 
run childcare 

centres 
providing 

basic 
education, 

nutrition and 
healthcare to 
children under 

6 years

Institutional Dimensions of ECE in India

Institutional Structure

Anganwadis 
under ICDS

Government 
Pre-Schools

NGOs APS/BPS
Private Pre-

Schools
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An approach that 
focuses on hands-on 
activities to promote 

learning and 
development

An approach 
emphasizing play as a 

primary means for 
learning and 
development 

A framework guiding 
curriculum 

development for early 
childhood development 

in India 

Curricular Dimensions of ECE in India

Curricular Structure

National Curriculum 
Framework (NCF)

Play-Based Learning Activity Based Learning
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A collaboration 
between parents and 
teachers to support 

the child's learning and 
development

Quality of interactions 
between teachers and 
children that influences 
the child's learning and 

development 

The approach primarily 
prioritizes interest of 

the children and 
needs/ experiences

Pedagogical Dimensions of ECE in India

Pedagogical Structure

Child-Centred Approach Teacher-Child Interaction
Parent-Teacher 

Partnership
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Respecting and 
incorporating local 

cultures traditions and 
values into ECE

Involvement of local 
communities in the 

early childhood 
education initiatives 

Efforts to include 
children from diverse 
backgrounds, abilities 
and socio-economic 

statuses

Social Dimensions of ECE in India

Social Construct

Inclusive Education Community Engagement Cultural Sensitivity
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A government program 
that offers integrated 
services for children 

under 6 years 
including education, 

nutrition and 
healthcare

The legislation that 
ensures accessibility to 
free and compulsory 
education for children 
in the age-group of 6-

14 years

A policy framework 
that determines and 
guides ECE in India 
and its operational 

parameters

Policy Dimensions of ECE in India

Policy Framework

National Policy on Early 
Childhood Care & 
Education (2013)

Right to Education Act
(RTE 2009)

Integrated Child 
Development Service 

(ICDS) Scheme


	Slide 1: Dimensions of ECE in India
	Slide 2: Institutional Dimensions of ECE in India
	Slide 3: Curricular Dimensions of ECE in India
	Slide 4: Pedagogical Dimensions of ECE in India
	Slide 5: Social Dimensions of ECE in India
	Slide 6: Policy Dimensions of ECE in India

